Call corrigendum № 2 summary for calls BG02.01, BG02.02, BG02.03, BG03.SGS, BG03.01, BG03.03
Обобщение на корекции №2 в покани BG02.01, BG02.02, BG02.03, BG03.SGS, BG03.01, BG03.03
The corrigendum corrects some technical imprecisions and the chapter numbering, and introduces the following call text modifications:

Корекциите поправят някои неточности от техническо естество и  изменения на главите, както и въвеждат следните промени в текстовете на поканите (поради големия им обем, не се прилага превод): 
	№
	Chapter

Глава
	Current text

Настоящ текст
	Modified text
Изменен текст
	Effective
В сила от

	1. 
	Section I, p. 2
	The programme is to be implemented according to:

· EEA Memorandum of understanding between Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway and Bulgaria: read in English or Bulgarian
· EEA Regulation and applicable guidelines (in particular, guidelines for publicity, bilateral funds, etc.)

The approved programme (summary at http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=85 ).
	The programme is to be implemented according to:

· EEA Memorandum of understanding between Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway and Bulgaria: read in English or Bulgarian
· EEA Regulation and applicable guidelines (in particular, guidelines for publicity, bilateral funds, etc.)

The approved programme (summary at http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=85 ).

· Applicable EU and national law, including the legislation related to public procurement, tax, labor, social insurance and retirement legislation, public finances, state aid, sectoral legislation related to the call’s subject etc. 


	30.09.2014

	2. 
	Section I, p. 2.1
	Applicants may apply alone or in partnership, and must have their seat in Bulgaria
	Applicants may apply alone or in partnership, and must have their seat in Bulgaria). For the purposes of applying the state aid legislation, all eligible applicants/project promoters and partners will be assessed, independently of their legal form, registration, or mode of financing, in order to determine whether they perform economic (commercial) activities1, and whether they constitute an enterprise in the sense of the state aid legislation

Footnote: Economic (commercial) activity is any activity whereby goods and services are being offered on a market
	30.09.2014

	3. 
	Section I, p. 2.3
	Eligible project value is between …
	The minimum and maximum grant amount of a project shall be between … 
	30.09.2014

	4. 
	Section III, changed title
	III.
Eligibility of applicants, partners, partnerships and expenditure
	III.
Eligibility of applicants, partners, partnerships and expenditure. Applicable state aid rules
	30.09.2014

	5. 
	Section III, p. 1
	- state aid rules, notably Commission Regulation (EC) No 1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application of Article 107 and 108 of the Treaty to de minimis aid.  You may also wish to consult the EU draft guidance on the notion of state aid available at the EU website
	- state aid rules and their financing does not infringe the application of  Commission Regulation (EC) No 1407/2013 of 18 December 2013 on the application of Article 107 and 108 of the Treaty to de minimis aid.  You may also wish to consult the EU draft guidance on the notion of state aid available at the EU website
	30.09.2014

	6. 
	Section III, p. 3.1
	Not eligible, even if it fulfills the criteria quoted above, is any applicant who:

1. has been convicted by an enforceable sentence, unless rehabilitated, of:

 (a) a criminal offence against the financial, tax or social security system, including money laundering, under Articles 253 to 260 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm; 

 (b) bribery under Articles 301 to 307 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (c) participation in an organized criminal group under Articles 321 and 321a of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (d) a criminal offence against property under Articles 194 to 217 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (e) a criminal offence against the economy under Articles 219 to 252 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (f) a criminal offence under Article 108a of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

2. has been adjudicated bankrupt;

3. is being wound up or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations.

4. has exceeded the de minimis threshold for state aid granted by its country, under that country’s relevant legislation
	Not eligible, even if it fulfills the criteria quoted above, is any applicant/partner who:

1. has been convicted by an enforceable sentence, unless rehabilitated, of:

 (a) a criminal offence against the financial, tax or social security system, including money laundering, under Articles 253 to 260 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm; 

 (b) bribery under Articles 301 to 307 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (c) participation in an organized criminal group under Articles 321 and 321a of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (d) a criminal offence against property under Articles 194 to 217 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (e) a criminal offence against the economy under Articles 219 to 252 of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

 (f) a criminal offence under Article 108a of the Bulgarian Criminal Code or a similar foreign norm;

2. has been adjudicated bankrupt;

3. is being wound up or is in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations.

4. has exceeded the de minimis threshold for state aid granted by or on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria; 

5. has failed to fulfill a decision containing an order of the EC to recover unlawful and incompatible state aid; 

6. falls within the exceptions from the scope of Art. 1 of Regulation 1407/2013, and more specifically:

a) undertakings active in the fishery and aquaculture sector, as covered by Council Regulation (EC) No 104/2000

b) undertakings active in the primary production of agricultural products

	30.09.2014

	7. 
	Section III, p. 4
	Eligible partnerships include any combination of eligible partners complying with the requirements described in p. 3 above. 
	Eligible partnerships include any combination of eligible partners complying with the requirements described in p. 3 above. 

The participation of non-personified consortia or other legal subjects created under Bulgarian law exclusively for applying in this project as applicants/project promoters and/or partners is not allowed.
	

	8. 
	Section III, p. 4
	Every eligible entity can participate in more than one project but may be an applicant in no more than two projects. The grant limitations about state aid apply in such cases.  Applicants must observe the EEA Regulation’s provisions on conflict of interest (Art. 6.6.).
	Every eligible entity can participate in more than one project but may be an applicant in no more than two projects. The grant limitations about state aid apply in such cases.  Applicants must observe the EEA Regulation’s provisions on conflict of interest (Art. 6.6.).


	30.09.2014

	9. 
	Section III, added new p. 5
	No previous text
	As the entire text is new and it is too long, please read it in its entirety in the call itself
	30.09.2014

	10. 
	Section III, section 6.1 (previously 5.1)
	6.2.1 Direct costs 

The eligible direct expenditures for a project are those expenditures which are identified by the Project Promoter and/or the project partner, in accordance with their accounting principles and usual internal rules, as specific expenditures directly linked to the implementation of the project and which can therefore be booked to it directly. In particular, the following direct expenditures are eligible provided that they satisfy the criteria set out in Article 7.2:

(a) the cost of staff assigned to the project, comprising actual salaries plus social security charges and other statutory costs included in the remuneration, provided that this corresponds to the Project Promoter’s and project partner’s usual policy on remuneration. The corresponding salary costs of staff of national administrations are eligible to the extent that they relate to the cost of activities which the relevant public authority would not carry out if the project concerned were not undertaken. Salaries, social payments and statutory costs for part time staff shall be assigned pro rata based on the time they worked on the project, as per approved timesheets. The maximum hourly rate may not exceed the limits set by law (where applicable). 
For Bulgarian entities, staff costs include only salaries paid to experts hired by the respective partner under a labor or civil servants contract and assigned to work on the project full time or part time, as well as the social and statutory costs such as social and pension insurances and other similar payments due to be paid by the employing applicant under its national legislation. Art. 7.3.1 (a), second sentence, shall apply to eligibility of staff costs for national administrations. 
Entities from other countries shall detail the manner of differentiating between staff costs and external expertise provided by natural persons;

(b) travel and subsistence allowances for staff taking part in the project, provided that they are in line with the Project Promoter’s and project partner’s usual practices on travel costs and do not exceed the relevant national scales. Travel and subsistence costs for events participants other than the project staff are to be budgeted under heading (f);

· (c) cost of new or second hand equipmentprovided that it is depreciated in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles applicable to the Project Promoter and generally accepted for items of the same kind. Only the portion of the depreciation corresponding to the duration of the project and the rate of actual use for the purposes of the project may be taken into account by the Programme Operator, except where the nature and/or the context of its use justifies different treatment by the Programme Operator. The application of such exceptions shall be regulated in the programme agreement and shall comply with the applicable rules on state aid;

(d) purchase of land and real estate under the conditions set in Article 7.5;

(e) costs of consumables and supplies, provided that they are identifiable and assigned to the project;

(f) costs entailed by other contracts awarded by a Project Promoter for the purposes of carrying out the project, provided that the awarding complies with the applicable rules on public procurement and this Regulation; 

(g) costs arising directly from requirements imposed by the project contract for each project (e.g. dissemination of information, specific evaluation of the action, audits, translations, reproduction), including the costs of any financial services (especially the cost of financial guarantees).

By way of exception from Article 7.3.1(c) of the Regulation, the entire purchase price of new equipment will be eligible if the equipment is an integral and necessary component for achieving the outcome of the project. The Programme Operator will check and verify compliance with this condition. A justification must be included in the project application form and will be subject to assessment and approval. 

If equipment is approved as 100% eligible under the project, the partner purchasing it must guarantee that it will be available and used inline with the project’s purpose until 5 years after the project’s end. This includes also setting aside funds for the purchase of consumables, spare parts, etc. by the equipment’s owner. The programme operator will check the compliance with this engagement and in case the equipment is not available or not used, its cost minus the depreciation for the period the equipment was proven to have been available and in use in the project will be recovered according to the provisions of the project contract.

Please make sure that external expertise covers all relevant aspects of activities that cannot be performed by the project promoter and its partners (where relevant). In particular, projects whose subject is creating of information systems, must also include the necessary cost items for  rendering the information system operational, such as purchase of maps, photographs or other copyrighted material, digitalization or manual entry of information available on paper, data migration from legacy systems, etc.

Foreign partners and partners whose budget exceeds 100 000 EUR, must provide proof of expenditure in line with the EEA Regulation, Art. 7.13.3. 

· Contingencies: this budget line contains unallocated reserve (no more than 5% of the project’s eligible costs from the other budget lines). The contingency may be allocated to other budget lines according to a procedure described in the Project implementation manual. 


	6.2.1 Eligible direct costs 

The eligible direct expenditures for a project are those expenditures incurred for performing activities as outlined in 5.1 above which are identified by the Project Promoter and/or the project partner, in accordance with their accounting principles and usual internal rules, when they fall under the categories listed in this section. Such expenditures will be eligible if actually incurred and paid by the Project promoter or partner(s) in conformance with the applicable accounting and tax legislation. The specific expenditures are to be directly linked to the implementation of the project. The following direct expenditures are eligible provided that they satisfy the criteria set out in Article 7.2:

(a) the cost of staff assigned to the project, comprising actual salaries incl. social security and health insurance charges and other statutory costs included in the remuneration incurred and paid in conformance with the legal provisions regarding salaries applicable to the beneficiary and its partner(s). The corresponding salary costs of staff of national administrations are eligible to the extent that they relate to the cost of activities which the relevant public authority would not carry out if the project concerned were not undertaken. Salaries, social/health payments and statutory costs for part time staff shall be assigned pro rata based on the time they worked on the project, as per approved timesheets. The maximum gross salary (as documented by contracts/payslips or relevant audit conclusions as per Art. 7.13.3 of the EEA Regulation) may not exceed the limits set by law (where applicable). In cases when no legal limitations are set to the staff costs, the Programme operator reserves the right to request additional information during the project evaluation and to propose changes in the budget in order to ensure the implementation of Art. 4.7 of the EEA Regulation.  .
For Bulgarian entities, staff costs include only salaries paid to experts hired by the respective partner under a labor or civil servants contract and assigned to work on the project full time or part time, as well as the social and statutory costs such as social and pension insurances and other similar payments due to be paid by the employer.. Art. 7.3.1 (a), second sentence, shall apply to eligibility of staff costs for national administrations. 
Entities from other countries shall detail the manner of differentiating between staff costs and external expertise provided by natural persons;

(b) travel and subsistence allowances for staff taking part in the project, provided that they do not exceed the relevant national scales laid out in the applicable legislation and are in line with the Applicant’s/Project Promoter’s and project partner’s usual practices on travel and subsistence costs (when these usual practices are more restrictive than the applicable legislation). Travel and subsistence costs for events participants other than the project staff are to be budgeted under heading (f);

(c) cost of equipment, as follows:

· provided that it is depreciated in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles applicable to the Project Promoter and generally accepted for items of the same kind. Only the portion of the depreciation corresponding to the duration of the project and the rate of actual use for the purposes of the project may be taken into account by the Programme Operator;
· By way of exception from Article 7.3.1(c) of the Regulation, the entire purchase price of new equipment will be eligible if the equipment is an integral and necessary component for achieving the outcome of the project. The Programme Operator will check and verify compliance with this condition. A justification must be included in the project application form and will be subject to assessment and approval. 

If equipment is approved as 100% eligible under the project, the partner purchasing it must guarantee that it will be available and used inline with the project’s purpose until 5 years after the project’s end. This includes also setting aside funds for maintenance and operation of the supplied equipment (including consumables, spare parts, etc.) by the equipment’s owner. The programme operator will check the compliance with this engagement after project implementation and in case the equipment is not available or not used, its cost minus the depreciation for the period the equipment was proven to have been available and in use in the project will be recovered according to the provisions of the project contract.

In this case, depreciation of the equipment is not an eligible cost.

· Ineligible is the cost of obtaining freight automobiles by applicants/beneficiaries and partners who are supported under the de minimis scheme.
(d) purchase of land and real estate under the conditions set in Article 7.5;

(e) costs of consumables and supplies, provided that they are identifiable and assigned to the project;

(f) costs entailed by other contracts awarded by a Project Promoter for the purposes of carrying out the project, provided that the awarding complies with the applicable rules on public procurement and this Regulation; 

(g) costs arising directly from requirements imposed by the project contract for each project (e.g. dissemination of information, specific evaluation of the action, audits, translations, reproduction), including the costs of any financial services (especially bank fees and commissions for issuing a bank guarantee).

All other costs except the ones listed above, are not eligible.

Please make sure that external expertise covers all relevant aspects of activities that cannot be performed by the project promoter and its partners (where relevant). In particular, projects whose subject is creating of information systems, must also include the necessary cost items for  rendering the information system operational, such as purchase of maps, photographs or other copyrighted material, digitalization or manual entry of information available on paper, data migration from legacy systems, etc.

Foreign partners and partners whose budget exceeds 100 000 EUR, must ensure independent audit in line with the EEA Regulation, Art. 7.13.3 and include the respective costs in their budget. The Project Promoters and project partners may opt for a competent public officer to provide a report, certifying that the claimed costs are incurred in accordance with this Regulation, the national law and accounting practices of the project partner’s country, provided that the relevant national authorities have established the legal capacity of that competent public officer to audit that entity and that the independence of that officer, in particular regarding the preparation of the financial statements, can be ensured. The report referred to in the previous sentence in this paragraph shall, subject to paragraph 5, be seen as sufficient proof of costs incurred by a Project Promoter or a project partner whose primary location is in a Donor State or a Beneficiary State or inter-governmental organisations.
· Contingencies: this budget line contains unallocated reserve (no more than 5% of the project’s eligible costs from the other budget lines). The contingency may be allocated to other budget lines according to a procedure described in the Project implementation manual. 


	30.09.2014

	11. 
	Section III, section 7 (previously 6)

Title change
	7. Indirect costs
	7. Eligible indirect costs
	30.09.2014

	12. 
	Section III, section 8 (previously 7)


	Bilateral funding is being allocated from a special fund of the programme aimed at developing bilateral relations between the donor countries and Bulgaria. Bilateral funding is divided in type (a) the search for partners for donor partnership projects prior to or during the preparation of a project application, the development of such partnerships and the preparation of an application for a donor partnership project; and/or, and type (b) – funding for networking, exchange, sharing and transfer of knowledge, technology, experience and best practice between Project Promoters and entities in the Donor States during the programme implementation. 

	Bilateral funding is being allocated from a special fund of the programme aimed at developing bilateral relations between the donor countries and Bulgaria. Bilateral funding is divided in type (a) the search for partners for donor partnership projects prior to or during the preparation of a project application, the development of such partnerships and the preparation of an application for a donor partnership project; and/or, and type (b) – funding for networking, exchange, sharing and transfer of knowledge, technology, experience and best practice between Project Promoters and entities in the Donor States during the programme implementation. 
Bilateral funding for this call is granted to cover the personal travel and subsistence expenditure of persons employed by entities who wish to apply with a project proposal or participate as a partner.


	30.09.2014

	13. 
	Section III, section 9 (previously 8)


	The following Annexes should be provided and submitted together with the Application form: 

· Documentary and other evidence (in original or copy signed and stamped “True to original”) on the most recent legal status of all partners issued not later than 6 months prior the date of application and including the subject of the partners’ activity

· Copy of the partners’ accounts - Annual Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Accounts for 2012  (if applicable) and 2013. 

· Copies and certified English translations of the partners’ national registration code and VAT registration (if applicable). 

· Copies and certified English translations of the partners’ certificate issued by the relevant body for lack of obligations (taxes and social security duties) issued not later than 6 months prior the date of application plan for rescheduling of the debts if existing. 

· The applicants shall annex if applicable a Decision of Local Council/ Board of Directors or any similar body regarding the project development and implementation – copy and certified English translation. 

· Certified Power of Attorney from the legal representatives of partners (in case the application form and annexed declarations are not signed by the legal representatives of the applicant/partners) – original and certified English translation.

· Declaration on state aid (Annex 2)

· Declaration about the legal status and lack of legal offences (Annex 3)

· Partner declaration of commitement (Annex 4) 

· Declaration about applicant status in respect of Value Added Tax (Annex 5 for Bulgarian partners, or Annex 5А for foreign entities)

· Declaration for lack of double financing (Annex 6 for Bulgarian partners, Annex 6a for foreign partners, or Annex 7 – for the applicant)


	The following Annexes should be provided and submitted together with the Application form: 

· Documentary and other evidence (in original or copy signed and stamped “True to original”) on the most recent legal status of the applicant and all partners. All of these documents must be  issued not later than 6 months prior the date of application and including the subject of the applicant’s/partners’ activity
· Copy of the applicant’s and all partners’ accounts - Annual Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss Accounts for 2012  (if applicable) and 2013. 

· Copies and certified English translations of the applicant’s and all partners’ national registration code and VAT registration (if applicable). 

· The applicant and the partners shall annex if applicable a Decision of Local Council/ Board of Directors or any similar body regarding the project development and implementation for an amount equal to the project’s eligible and ineligible expenditure budgeted in the application form for the respective entity – copy and certified English translation. 

· Certified Power of Attorney from the legal representatives of the applicant/partners (in case the application form and annexed declarations are not signed by the legal representatives of the applicant/partners) – original and certified English translation.

· Declaration on state aid (Annex 2)

· Declaration about the legal status and lack of legal offences (Annex 3)

· Partner declaration of commitement (Annex 4) 

· Declaration about applicant status in respect of Value Added Tax (Annex 5 for Bulgarian partners, or Annex 5А for foreign entities)

· Declaration for lack of double financing (Annex 6 for Bulgarian partners, Annex 6a for foreign partners, or Annex 7 – for the applicant)

· In case of a partnership, a copy of the Partnership agreement following the template published at http://www.moew.government.bg/?show=124 as amended by Corrigendum 2/29.09.2014 , signed by all partners and stamped “True to original” by the applicant.

For all of the above, certified translation into English is required only for documents issued in languages other than Bulgarian and English.

Copies and (where the documents are issued in a language other than English) certified English translations of the applicant’s and all partners’ certificate issued by the relevant body for lack of obligations (taxes and social security duties) will only be requested upon project contract signature. On that date, they will have to be no older than 1 month. 


	30.09.2014

	14. 
	Section III, section 9 (previously 8)


	· Declaration on state aid (Annex 2)


	•
Declaration on de minimis and state aid (Annex 2),  as modified by Corrigendum 2/29.09.2014
	30.09.2014

	15. 
	Section III, section 10 (previously 9)


	No previous text (added new check in the Administrative and eligibility criteria and checks
	9a. Copy of Partnership agreement stamped “True to original” is provided and follows the latest published template
	30.09.2014

	16. 
	BG03.SGS – modification of Annex A
	Class Mammalia: Order Artiodactyla, Order Rodentia
	Class Mammalia: Order Artiodactyla, Order Rodentia; Order Chiroptera (require special equipment and skills of the volunteers); Order; Order Cetacea
For all genes and species, the training must contain safety instruction taking into account the level of volunteers’ previous experience and the specifics of the project. For the newly added class Chiroptera, additional requirements are: availability of suitable equipment; experience in entering caves and the availability of a trained speleologist for all fieldwork.
	30.09.2014

	17.  
	Annex 1 in Bulgarian and English
	
	Added clarifications and inline instructions. The potentially confusing “Year X”, “X-1”, “X-2” notation modified to contain the relevant years. Please see the revised annex for details.
	30.09.2014

	18. 
	Partnership agreement
	No previous text (added in Art. 5)
	5) Storing documents and information about the project and accounting information (such as registries/records) for a period of:

· At least ten years after the date of granting de minimis aid – for the information and documents related to such grant.

· At least five years after the final payment under the project – for all other documents

6) Providing their agreement for the competent authorities to share relevant tax/social insurance information with the Programme operator for the purposes of the project monitoring


	30.09.2014
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