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Memorandum of Understanding
for

the Global Biodiversity lnformation Facility

Approved by the GBIF Governing furd at the onnual fuord Meeting (G817)
in Suwon, Republic of Korea, October 2010



MEMORANDUM OF U NDERSTANDI NG

FOR THE GLOBAL

BIODIVERSITY IN FORMATION FACI LITY

The signatories to this non-binding Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), being
countries, economies, inter-governmentat or internationa[ organisations, other
organisations with an international scope, or entities designated by them, have decided
that a co-ordinated international scientific effort is needed to enabte users throughout
the world to openty share and put to use vast quantities of gtobat biodiversity data,
thereby advancing scientific research in many disciplines, promoting technological and
sustainabte devetopment, facititating the conservation of biodiversity and the equitable
sharing of its benefits, and enhancing the quatity of tife of members of society. The
importance of making biodiversity data openty avaitable to all countries and individuats is
underscored by various international agreements.

Recognising this need, the detegates to the Meeting of the OECD Committee for Scientific
and Technotogical Poticy at Ministerial Level in Paris on22-23 June 1999 endorsed the
recommendation that a Gtobal Biodiversity Information Facitity (hereinafter referred to
as "GBIF") be estabtished, with open-ended participation.

Noting that GB|Fwas estabtished in March 2001, and that the first and second MOU for
GBIF had each a duration of five years (2001 -2006/2007-2011r, the signatories to this
Memorandum of Understanding hereby express their intention either to continue their
existing Participation in GBIF or to become new Participants in GBIF as a mechanism of
technical and scientific international co-operation.



Paragraph 1

DEFINITIONS

1. Biodiversity Data

In the context of this MOU, biodiversity data refers to scientific data, primarily
about biotogical species and about specimens or observations of individual
organisms.

Z. Participant

A country, economy, inter-governmentat or international organisation, other
organisation with an international scope, or an entity designated by them that has
signed this MOU and has expressed its intention to implement the contents thereof.
A Participant may designate an entity to take part in the operations of GBIF and to
act for the Participant in such matters as the Participant chooses to detegate to it.

3. Participant Biodiversity Information Facitity (BlF or Node)

A mechanism by which a Participant coordinates and supports its GBIF networked
data-sharing activities.

The Participant BIF has the overatl objective of promoting, coordinating and
facilitating the mobitisation and use of biodiversity data among a[[ the relevant
stakeholders within the Participant's domain, primarily to hetp address the
Participant's biodiversity information needs and priorities.

The Participant BIF shoutd be the main mechanism by which the GBIF Participant
coordinates with, contributes to and benefits from the central services,
infrastructure, and capacity provided by GBIF as a gtobatty decentralised initiative.

A Participant BIF inctudes both physica[ infrastructure and human resources.

Typicatty a Participant BIF encourages and supports the activities of the
Participant's data pubtishers to both contribute and use GB|F-served data, provides
information technotogy (lT) infrastructure and expertise for GBIF-retated activities,
and functions as an information gateway among Participants, other stakehotders,
and the GBIF Secretariat.



Paragraph 2

UNDERSTANDINGS

1. GBIF is an open-ended international co-ordinating body set up with the overatt aim
of furthering technical and scientific efforts to devetop and maintain a gtobal
information facitity for sharing of digitat biodiversity data.

2. The Participants' involvement in this MOU is subject to the goodwitl and effective
contribution to GBIF activities and operations, either financiatly or through any of
the activities described in Paragraph 3.3, and is subject to the laws and regutations
appticable to the individuaI Participants.

3. Nothing in this MOU should be read to contradict the principtes of the Convention
on Biotogical Diversity and other retevant Conventions.

4. This MOU continues the goals and intents of the previous GBIF MOUs in order to
sustain the benefits of GBIF and altow its continued existence and devetopment.
The Governing Board may decide on suitabte arrangements to facilitate the
continued invotvement and transition of the Participants from the latest MOU (2007-
201 1) to this one.

5. This document is not legatty binding and has no effect as a legal or potitical
precedent.

6. Basic Financial Contributions to GBIF whenever mentioned in this MOU are voluntary
contributions decided by each Voting Participant.



Paragraph 3

OBJECTIVES

1. Purpose

The purpose of GBIF is to promote, co-ordinate, design, enable and implement the
compitation, [inking, standardisation, digitisation and gtobat dissemination and use
of the wortd's biodiversity data, within an appropriate framework for property
rights and due attribution. GBIF works in ctose co-operation with estabtished
programmes and organisations that compite maintain and use biotogical information
resources. The Participants, working through GBIF, estabtish and support a
distributed information system that enabtes users to access and utitise considerable
quantities of existing and new biodiversity data.

2. Goats of GBIF

It is the intention of the Participants that GBIF:

(a) be shared and distributed, white encouraging co-operation and coherence;

(b) be globat in scate, though imptemented nationatty and regionatty;

(c) be accessibte by individuats anywhere in the wortd, offering potential benefits
to a[[, white being funded primarily by those that have the greatest financial
capabitities;

(d) promote standards and software toots designed to facilitate their adaptation
into multipte tanguages, character sets and computer encodings;

(e) serve to disseminate technotogicat capacity by drawing on and making widety
avaitabte scientific and technicat information; and

(f) make biodiversity data universatly avaitabte, white fulty acknowtedging the
contribution made by those gathering and pubtishing these data.

3. Invotvement of the Participants

Each Participant signing this MOU shoutd seek to:

(a) participate activety in the formulation and imptementation of the GBIF Strategic
Plan and the Work Programme, both cooperativety in the Governing Board and
through development of national poticies as appropriate;

(b) share biodiversity data through GBIF under a common set of technical standards
and within an intetlectual property rights framework (such as that described in
Paragraph 8);

(c) form a Participant Biodiversity Information Facility (with a Node or network of
Nodes), to organise and/or provide access to -biodiversity data and metadata,
standards, software toots or other services to enhance the GBIF network. lf an
'Other Associate Participants' as defined in 4.2 b(v) - cannot share data and
estabtish a BlF, the Participant may in its petition to become a GBIF Participant
outtine in what way it intends to be retevant and activety contribute to the
achievements of GBIF's overall purpose and some of the goals of GBIF (See 3.1
and 3.2);

(d) secure its national intellectual, technotogical and data mobilisation investments
as a Participant in GBIF;

(e)as appropriate, make other investments in biodiversity information
infrastructure in support of the GBIF mission and nationat, regiona[ and


