Courtesy translation
Nona Ivanova Karadzsova
minister
Ministry of Environment and Water

of Bulgaria
Ref.:
notification according to the Espoo Convention on the Scoping phase of the EIA procedure of the “Implementation of new Nuclear Power Plant Units” project

Dear Ms Ivanova Karadzsova,

Based on the provision of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention), herewith we notify Croatia, Serbia and Ukraine and on the provision of the Directive 2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment as amended (EIA Directive), Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom  that the developer, MVM Hungarian Electricity  Ltd. has submitted its application for the development consent of the “Implementation of new Nuclear Power Plant Units” project (further referred to as Paks NPP II project) to the competent Hungarian authority (Dél-dunántúli Környezetvédelmi, Természetvédelmi és Vízügyi Felügyelőség / South-Trans Danubian River Regional Inspectorate for Environment, Nature and Water), therewith the scoping phase of the mentioned project’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) procedure has started.

The notification is being sent to you in particular due to the fact that the transboundary impact of the proposed activity cannot be excluded currently.

Please, be informed that the Scoping Documentation of Paks NPP II project and its translation into English, French, Russian, Croatian, German, Romanian, Serbian, Slovak, Slovenian and Ukrainian languages are available on the official web site of the Government of Hungary:

http://www.kormany.hu/hu/videkfejlesztesi-miniszterium/kornyezetugyert-felelos-allamtitkarsag/hirek/nemzekozi-kornyezetvedelmi
In order to ensure compliance with the provision of Article 3 (8) of the Espoo Convention, please make the Scoping Documentation, which can be found on the referred web site, available for the concerned public in your Country. According to the Hungarian legislation, Governmental Decree No. 314/2005. (XII.25.) on environmental impact assessment and on integrated environmental usage permitting process (EIA Decree), the attached documentation has been disseminated on competent regional environmental Inspectorate’s web site for 21 days, in order to make it available to the public for comments. Please, provide the same time period for the public in your Country, too.

Since the proposed activity is listed in Appendix I. point 2 of the Espoo Convention and in Annex I point 2 b) of the EIA Directive, the EIA procedure for Paks NPP II project is mandatory. However, I would like to inform you that the EIA procedure of Paks NPP II project has two phases. The first one is the scoping phase, the second one is the Environmental Impact Assessment procedure (EIA procedure) itself.

During the scoping phase of the EIA procedure the competent environmental authority determines the key environmental issues, which have to be assessed in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR), taking into account the requirements of the Affected Party. During the EIA procedure the competent environmental authority decides on issuing environmental permit, based on the submitted documentation, the standpoint of the special co-authorities, the comments of the public, and in case of Espoo procedure on the standpoint of the Affected Party, as well.

Please, inform the Hungarian contact point for the Espoo Convention on your decision if your Country intends to participate in the Environmental Impact Assessment procedure of Paks NPP II project according to the Espoo Convention by the 5th of April 2013, at the latest. Should this case occur, please deliver your comments and your requests for the content of the related Environmental Impact Assessment Report, as well. Please, note that if your comments are not received by the set deadline, it may cause that your requests cannot be taken into consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Fazekas Sándor

